May 2, 1978 


I want to start off in a round-a-bout sort 
of way by explaining briefly how I got roped into this panel 
discussion. 

When Alta first asked me to speak today 
I turned down the offer flat, wat it week’ so much that I was 
intimidated by the calibre of my ‘inane, as it was the 
realization that I didn't really have any firm views about Mcgill -- 
obec pro or con. 

Asa Mentrecion, born and bred, McGill has 
always been something I took for granted. It's always been —e and 
I guess like most people I just presumed it always will be. 

As a reporter working for the Star -- and 
more particularly -- as a reporter covering the education beat for 
the past 10 months ot sik I've had contact with a fair number of 
McGill — but here again, never to the extent of getting into 


hard-hittin 
any \ouulibtaiesy fi.scussions about the place's real role in the 


community. 
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If any of you have ever had any contact with 


; reporters are 
the media, you probably know chin apaiupeenoessiallibeieeatat tae 
rarely given the time 
melee @ osc oe analysis of anything. 


We tend to be parachuted into situations -- 
often very complicated ones, I might add -- and pulled out again almost 
as quickly without ever getting the chance to take an overview of what 
it is we're supposed to be covering, 

So it's been for me here at McGill. I've 
zeroed in on a few interesting topics and personalities, but ina 
sense I might just as easily have been talking to people from 
different cities or even different continents for all they have in 


common, 


But having said all that to Alta, it occured to 
me that the very fact I don't have any strong views about McGill probably 


says a great deal about how this university is perceived by the average 


that Is, 
Montrealer -- whoever ===. 


Certainly since the election of the Parti 
Quebecois government, McGill and the people who make the place what it is 
have been preoccupied to an incredible degree with the question of their 


image, eo -/3 
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But at the rick of making this “eeusd like @ 


ONE GIG 
emmeiomes putdown, I doubt anyone else out there really cares all that 


muchV-- either in the Anglophone or Francophone community. 

I think McGill and the PSBGM, more than 
anything else in leaned, have traditionally been looked upon by 
Francophones as the embodiment of English power in Quebec -- @& perhaps 
some would use the word domination. 

Certainly in the case of the PSBCM, I don't 
think it's a fair bbintien: and no doubt Mrs. Dougherty wauld be 
the first to bemoan the lack of clout she and her fellow commissioners 

have with: +e 
Seeker oeeccratss—sreememis the Quebec government, or even the 
English community for that matter. 

But in McGill's idee the image ge Very pea 
basis in fact. Even a casual perusal of the names of the men and women 
who've sat on the university's board of governors over the years would 
easily fill an abridged version of the Canadian Who's Who, 


So for Francophones, McGill was and still is 


seen as one of the principal mainstays of the English community. 
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But that's not to say it's necessarily seen 


in a negative light. 


The days when activists took to the streets 
shouting "McGill Francais" are long behind us, and even the most 
ardent PQ militant has, I think, respect for McGill's international 


reputation, 


Despite the fears many Anglos have about their 
future in this previnee, the current crop of PQ ministers would be the 
last to seriously hurt this institution. 

And forgetting about government for a wigsl te 

today 
even the most critical Quebec nationalsists look upon the puate SEX 
considerable respect. 

They may feel it's alien to them in many ways 
-- but I think they still look on McGill as something of pelea to be 


treated with care -- much like a rare piece of china in a store window. 


NOW, ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE COIN, a lot of 


Anglophones have gotten very defensive about McGill since the '76 election. 
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“They 


\agw resent the oft-repeated view that the place 
is still run by a lot of Colonel Blimp types (AND RIGHTLY SO) because 
the current vitaeigals Mr. sai; has done as much as I think is humanly 
possible to push the place into the mainstream of Quebec life (and by 
that I obviously mean @@& French Quebec). 

But these sorté’ of self-appointed defenders of 
the university are in a minority in relation to the English community 
as a whole. 

They're the committed types -~- the folks who 
join groups like the Positive Action Couniécde; or the ones who may 
have been up in Quebec City two weeks ago at the Liberal leadership 
convention. 

But the vast majority of the Anglos out hits 
-- the parents of the kids who fill the high schools that you people 
represent here iulday, don't see McGill in political terms. 

I doubt they give a damn whether McGill did or 
did not help promote English domination at the expense of the 


Francophone majority. 
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And I doubt whether they really perceive McGill 
as being one of the vehicles Anglophones can use to help maintain a 
vibrant culture here in Quebec, 

ex I think these yaeela: and their chisildeeis, 
see McGill exactly the same way parents out in Vancouver view the 
University of British Gatwibia, or parents in Newfoundland view 
Memorial University -- einer, as a meal ticket towards a better life 


in the future, 


That's not to say they're as naive as the 
parents of my generation were about a university education guaranteeing 
their children a good life. 

They're well aware of the hard luck stories 
about Ph.D. graduates driving taxis, and a lot of them probably get 
upset when they hear things about apprentice auto mechanics coming 
out of trade schools or CEGEPs and being in a better financial position 
than many a university graduate. 

But despite all the negative information 
the media is currently shoving down our throats about the limited value 


of university education, @eeeererereveevpoeeeoeeeeeeeeeeoenee ee eee /7 
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eeoeees L think the old post-war mentality about 
the benefits of a university degree is still very much in vogue. 

As I enia, these benefits are being questioned much 
more today than they were even five years ai but the underlying 
assumption is still with us That You're Better Off With a Degree Than 
Without one. 

Now the reason I'm saying all this is to tell the 
folks at McGill not to get all hot and bothered about their image (and 
I guess I really mean their Anglophéane image in a Francophone Quebec). 

I think they should continue doing a sellingb job 
for the university -- but do it in exactly the same way ever} other 
school does in North America. 

If you're out to recruit new siddents, then flout 
things like your high academic standards, campus activities, and all 
the other attractions that have traditionally been used to lure students. 

Obviously, if the worst fears of the doom and 
gloomers come true and the English population disappears in Nextrveal, 


then McGill will die, or at least McGill as we know it today will die. 
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So in this sense McGill has a duty to involve 
itself in the current political duvets; and even beyond Bats Z 
suppose, to give concrete assistance to the English community in 
presenting its case to the Francophone majority. 

But that sort of aid doesn't require the 
constant attention of every second person in every one of the 
university's deartments. 

As I said earlier, It seems to me there's mm an unhealthy 
pre-occupation with McGill and its image on the part of the people 
who run the jm place -- and the very fact vet here today talking 
about it is proof of that to some extent. 

Certainly the university should defend itself 
when the need arises -- when it's accused of being something it's not. 
But leave it at that. 

As for you people in the aeateite, I would 
think the same attitude should hold true, 

Tell your students exactly what you would have 


told them 10 years ago. 
acvr? 
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If, in your opinion, McGill would be 


beneficial to them as a place of Learele then by all means come. 
If you think some other vatearwbey or 
something other than university would best suit their aias then 
make your recommendations accordingly. 
But I'd hate to see the day when Anglos here 
in Montreal felt they had some sort of obligation to come here as a 


way of doing their bit to keep the English community afloat. 


I think there's been a terrible over-reaction 
to the PQ government -- both in Ottawa and here in eee Quebec -- 
and I don't mind saying that most of the hysteria has been whipped 
up by the English media. 

People seem to forget that things started 
changing here in Quebec 18 years ago under the Lesage Liberal regime 
-- and they're going to go on changing whether the PQ is re-elected 
next time round or not. 


All I can suggest is that we all keep our heads. 
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Anglophones should look out for their interests, 
SURE, but in the same way each and every one of us has to look out for 
our 
Bepeowmer interests every day of our lives. 


It's human nature to look out for No. 1. But it 


shouldn't become an obsession, 


Reouay I'm starting to preach ite: so I think 
I'd like to close with something that may be a little more interesting 
to you as guidance counselors. 

I want to quote no less a personage than the 
rector of the université de Newtreal, Paul bacabta, who gave a talk 
recently on the role of the university in 1978, and more spendfiealay, 
I giveibeik on how universities affect their students' job prospects. 

Principal Bell spoke not too long ago on the 
same seegect general subject, but I don't think either talk got very 
much euhatece: so I'd WEEVEEY like to point out someof the 


highlights. 
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‘ . despite 
According to Mr. Lacoste's statistics, Simei 


the gloomy economic picture and the high unemployment sabe, the 
likelihood of university gp grads finding jobs is still twice as great 
és that of high school students. 

And even more importantly, as the years go By, their 
salaries will increase ie | higher oe ae that of high 
school graduates. 

In 1970, for example, university graduates over 40 
were earning almost twice as much as their high school counterparts. 

The gap has narrowed somewhat in recent feuxe, 2 
———s but the difference is still substantial. 

The U of M rector also had something to say about 
a lot of the talk we hear about graduates being UNDERemployed ... I 
think I referred earlier to the story about Ph.D. grads driving taxis. 

Well, according to Mr. laeeuin, of the 100 people 
awarded doctorates at the U of M last year -- in fields other than things 
like medicine and law -- all but one found jobs in their area of 


A 
speeMization, 
scant a2 
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Part of their success may stem from the fact 


there is a serious shortage of French-speaking Ph.D.s in Quebec. 

But whatever the eiaeedi, Mr. Lacoste said it 
indicates the problem of employment for Ph.D.s isn't as general as it 
is often said to os, and really bright students shouldn't be discouraged 
from taking up graduate studies. 

Principal Bell, for his sar’, told a recent 
meeting of the St. James Literary Society essentially the same thing. 

He produced figures showing that incigns tix. 
as many as 94 per cent of Ph.D. graduates find employment immediately 
after leaving school. 

They may not necessarily get their first 
choice of a jor, eel but they're not on the breadlines either. 

Far too much attention is paid to whether 
graduates find employment in the first few months after leaving sieaal., 
rece -- and in the current job market I might stretch that 


a little to say in the first year after graduation. 
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